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Preaching is a manifestation of the Incarnated Word,
From the written word,

By the spoken word.
Henry Edward Manning (1808-1892)
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Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it

takes its
origin from emotion recollected in tranquility; the emotion

1s

contemplated till by a species of reaction the tranquility
gradually

disappears, and an emotion, kindred to that which was before

the

subject of contemplation, 1is gradually produced, and does
itself

actually exist 1in the mind. In this mood successful
composition

generally begins, and in a mood similar to this it 1is

carried on;
but the emotion, of whatever kind and in whatever degree,

from
various causes is qualified by various pleasures, so that in

describing
any passions whatsoever, which are voluntarily described,

the mind
will upon the whole be in a state of enjoyment.
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William Wordsworth: “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads
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(}[\Esq?()PJ William

Saroyan (1908-1981)

Author of My Name Is Aram, My Heart’s In The Highlands,

The Human Comedy, and The Bicycle Rider In Beverly Hills
William Saroyan has been writing since he was thirteen years
old and has published almost forty books and plays. He refused
the Pulitzer Prize for The Time Of Your Life but accepted the
Drama Critics Circle Award for the same play “because there
was no money involved.”

’They were to eat peaches, as planned, after her nap, and now she sat

across from the man who would have been a total stranger except that he was
in fact her father. They had been together again (although she couldn’ t
quite remember when they had been together before) for almost a hundred
years now, or was it only since day before yesterday? Anyhow, they were
together again, and he was kind of funny. First, he had the biggest
mustache she had ever seen on anybody, although to her it was not a
mustache at all; it was a lot of red and brown hair under his nose and
around the ends of his mouth. Second, he wore a blue—and-white striped
jersey instead of a shirt and tie, and no coat. His arms were covered with
the same hair, only it was a little lighter and thinner. He wore blue
slacks, but no shoes and socks, He was barefoot, and so was she, of course.

He was at home. She was with him in his home in Paris, if you could
call it a home. He was very old, especially for a young man—thirty-six, he
had told her; and she was six, just up from sleep on a very hot afternoon
in August.

That morning, on a little walk in the neighbor—hood, she had seen
peaches in a box outside a small store and she had stopped to look at them,
so he had bought a kilo.

Now, the peaches were on a large plate on the card table at which they
sat.

There were seven of them, but one of them was flawed. It Jlooked as
good as others, almost the size of a tennis ball, nice red fading to light
green, but where the stem had been there was now a break that went straight
down into the heart of the seed.

He placed the biggest and best—looking peach on the small plate in
front of the girl, and then took the flawed peach and began to remove the
skin. When he had half the skin off the peach he ate that side, neither of
them talking, both of them just being there, and not being excited or
anything—no plans, that is.

The man held the half-eaten peach in his fingers and looked

down into the cavity, into the open seed. The girl looked too.
While they were looking, two feelers poked out from the cavity. They

were attached to a kind of brown knob—head, which followed the feelers, and

then two large legs took a strong grip on the edge of the cavity and
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hoisted some of the rest of whatever it was out of the seed, and stopped
there a moment, as if to look around.

The man studied the seed dweller, and so, of course, did the girl.

The creature paused only a fraction of a second, and then continued to
come out of the seed, to walk down the eaten side of the peach to wherever
it was going.

The girl had never seen anything like it—a whole big thing made out
of brown color, a knob—head, feelers, and a great many legs. It was very
active too. Almost businesslike, you might say. The man placed the peach
back on the plate. The creature moved off the peach onto the surface of the
white plate. There it came to a thoughtful stop.

“"Who is it?” the girl said.

“Gaston.”

"Where does he 1live?”

"Well, he used to live in this peach seed, but now that the peach has
been harvested and sold, and I have eaten half of it, it looks as if he’s
out of house and home.”

“Aren’ t you going to squash him?”

"No, of course not, why should I?”

"He is a bug. He is ugh.”

“Not at all. He is Gaston the grand boulevardier.”

"Everybody hollers when a bug comes out of an apple, but you don’t
holler or anything ”

“0f course not. How should we like it if somebody hollered every time
we came out of our house?”

"Why would they?”

"Precisely. So why should we holler at Gaston?”

“"He is not the same as us.”

"Well, not exactly, but he’s the same as a lot of other occupants of
peach seeds. Now, the poor fellow hasn’t got a home, and there he is with
all that pure design and handsome form, and no-where to go.”

"Handsome?”

“Gaston is just about the handsomest of his kind I’ ve ever seen.”

"What’ s he saying?”

"Well, he’s a little confused. Now, inside that house of his he had
everything in order. Bed here, porch there, and so forth.”

”Show me.”

The man picked up the peach, leaving Gaston entirely alone on the
white plate. He removed the peeling and ate the rest of the peach.

“"Nobody else I know would do that,” the girl said. “They’d throw it
away. ”

”1 can’t imagine why. It’s a perfect good peach.”

He opened the seed and placed the two sides not far from Gaston. The
girl studied the open halves.

"1s that where he lives?”

"It’ s where he used to live. Gaston is out in the world and on his own
now. You can see for yourself how comfortable he was in there. He had
everything.”

“"Now what has he got?”

“"Not very much, I'm afraid.”

"What’ s he going to do?”
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"What are we going to do?”

"Well, we re not going to squash him, that’s one thing we re not going
to do,” the girl said.

"What are we going to do, then?”

"Put him back?”

“0Oh, that house is finished.”

"Well, he can’t live in our house, can he?”

“Not happily.”

“Can he live in our house at all?”

"Well, he could try, I suppose. Don’t you want to eat a peach?”

“Only if it’s a peach with somebody in the seed.”

"Well, see if you can find a peach that has an opening at the top,
because if you can, that’ 1l be a peach in which you're likeliest to find
somebody. ”

The girl examined each of the peaches on the big plate.

“They’ re all shut,” she said.

"Well, eat one, then.”

“No. I want the same kind that you ate, with somebody in the seed.”

"Well, to tell you the truth, the peach I ate would be considered a
bad peach, so of course stores don’t like to sell them. I was sold that one
by mistake, most likely. And so now Gaston is without a home, and we ve got
six perfect peaches to eat.”

”T don’t want a perfect peach. I want a peach with people.”

"Well, T’11 go out and see if I can find one.”

"Where will T go?”

“You’11 go with me, unless you'd rather stay. I'11 only be five
minutes.”

“1f the phone rings, what shall I say?”

T don’t think it’ 11 ring, but if it does, say hello and see who it
is.

“If it is my mother, what shall I say?”
“Tell her I’ ve gone to get you a bad peach, and anything else you want
to tell her.”

“1f she wants me to go back, what shall I say?”

“Say yes if you want to go back.”

"Do you want me to?”

“0f course not, but the important thing is what you want, not what I
want. ”

"Why is that the important thing?”

"Because I want you to be where you want to be.”

”1 want to be here.”

"T’ 11 be right back.”

He put on socks and shoes, and a jacket, and went out. She watched
Gaston trying to find out what to do next. Gaston wandered around the
plate, but everything seemed wrong and he didn’t know what to do or where
to go.

The telephone rang and her mother said she was sending the chauffeur
to pick her up because there was a little party for somebody’ s daughter who
was also six, and then tomorrow they would fly back to New York.

“Let me speak to your father,” she said.

"He’ s gone to get a peach.”

”One peach?”
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"One with people.”
“You haven’ t been with your father two days and already you sound like

”

him.

“There are peaches with people in them. I know. I saw one of them come
out.”

"N bug?”

"Not a bug. Gaston.”

" Who?”

“Gaston the grand something.”

“"Somebody get a peach with a bug in it, and throws it away, but not
him. He makes up a lot of foolishness about it.”

“It’ s not foolishness.”

A1l right, all right, don’t get angry at me about a horrible peach
bug of some kind.”

“Gaston is right here, just outside his broken house, and I'm not
angry at you.”

“You’ 11 have a lot of fun at the party.”

,,OK. ”

"We’ 11 have fun flying back to New York, too.

//OK. ”

“Are you glad you saw your father?”

“0f course I am.”

”Is he funny?”

"Yes.”

“Is he crazy?”

"Yes. 1 mean, no. He just doesn’t holler when he sees a bug crawling
out of a peach seed or anything. He just looks at it carefully. But it 7is
just a bug, isn’t it, really?”

“That’ s all it is.”

“And we have to squash it?”

“That’s right. I can’t wait to see you, darling. These two days have
been like two years to me. Good-bye.”

The girl watched Gaston on the plate, and she actually didn’t like
him. He was all ugh, as he had been in the first place. He didn’t have a
home anymore and he was wandering around on the white plate and he was
silly and wrong and ridiculous and useless and all sorts of other things.
She cried a little, but only inside, because long ago she had decided she
didn’ t like crying because if you ever started to cry it seemed as if there
was so much to cry about you almost couldn’t stop, and she didn’t like that
at all. The open halves of the peach seed were wrong, too. They were ugly
or something. They weren’ t clean.

The man bought a kilo of peaches but found no flawed peaches among
them, so he bought another kilo at another store, and this time his luck
was better, and there were two that were flawed. He hurried back to his
flat and let himself in.

His daughter was in her room, in her best dress.

"My mother phoned,” she said, “and she’s sending the chauffeur for me
because there’ s another birthday party.”

“Another?”

”1 mean, there’s always a lot of them in New York.”

"Will the chauffeur bring you back?”

"No. We’re flying back to New York tomorrow.”

”
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” Oh. ”

”1 liked being in your house.”

”1 liked having you here.”

“"Why do you live here?”

“This is my home.”

“1t’s nice, but it’s a lot different from our home.”

"Yes, 1 suppose it is.”

“It’ s kind of like Gaston’s house.”

"Where is Gaston?”

”1 squashed him.”

"Really? Why?”

"Everybody squashes bugs and worms.”

“0h. Well. I found you a peach.”

”1 don’ t want a peach anymore.”

”0.K.”

He got her dressed, and he was packing her stuff when the chauffeur
arrived. He went down the three flights of stairs with his daughter and the
chauffeur, and in the street he was about to hug the girl when he decided
he had better not. They shook hands instead, as if they were strangers.

He watched the huge car drive off, and then he went around the corner
where he took his coffee every morning, feeling a little, he thought, like
Gaston on the white plate. (The Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 1962)
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My chaise the village inn did gain,
Just as the setting sun’s last ray
Tipped with refulgent gold the vane
Of the old church across the way.

Across the way I silent sped,
The time till supper to beguile,
In moralizing o er the dead
That mouldered round the ancient pile.

There many a humble green grave showed
Where want and pain and toil did rest;
And many a flattering stone I viewed
0’ er those who once had wealth possest.

A faded beech its shadow brown
Threw o’ er a grave where sorrow slept,

On which, though scarce with grass o ergrown,
Two ragged children sat and wept.

A piece of bread between them lay,

Which neither seemed inclined to take,
And yet they looked so much a prey

To want, it made my heart to ache.

"My little children, let me know
Why you in such distress appear,
And why you wasteful from you throw
That bread which many a one might cheer?”

The little boy in accents sweet,

Replied, while tears each other chased, —
“Lady! we 've not enough to eat,

Ah! if we had, we could not waste.

"But Sister Mary ’ s naughty grown,
And will not eat whate’er I say,

Though sure I am the bread’ s her own,
For she has tasted none to—day.”

"Indeed,” the wan, starved Mary said,
"Till Henry eats, 1’11 eat no more,
For yesterday I got some bread,
He ' s had none since the day bdfore.”
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My heart did swell, my bosom heave,

I felt as though deprived of speech;
Silent I sat upon the grave,

And clasped the clay—cold hand of each.

With looks of woe too sadly true,

With looks that spoke a grateful heart,
The shivering boy then nearer drew,

And did his simple tale impart:

"Before my father went away,
Enticed by bad men o er the sea,
Sister and I did naught but play, —
We lived beside yon great ash-tree.

"But then poor mother did so cry,
And looked so changed, I cannot tell;
She told us that she soon should die,
And bade us love each other well.

”She said that when the war was o er,
Perhaps we might our father see;
But if we never saw him more,
That God our father then would be!

”She kissed us both, and then she died,
And we no more a mother have;

Here many a day we’ ve sat and cried
Together at poor mother’ s grave.

"But when my father came not here,
I thought if we could find the sea,
We should be sure to meet him there,
And once again might happy be.

"We hand in hand went many a mile,
And asked our way of all we met;

And some did sigh, and some did smile,
And we of some did victuals get.

“"But when we reach the sea and found
"T was one great water round us spread,
We thought that father must be drowned,
And cried, and wished we both were dead.



”So we returned to mother’ s grave,
And only longed with her to be;

For Goody, when this bread she gave,
Said father died beyond the sea.

“Then since no parent we have here,
We’ 11 go and search for God around;

Lady, pray, can you tell us where
That God, our Father, may be fond?

"He lives in heaven, our mother said,
And Goody says that mother ’s there;
So, if she knows we want his aid,
I think perhaps she ’11 send him here.”

I clasped the prattlers to my breast,

And cried, “Come, both, and live with me;
I’ 11 clothe you, feed you, give you rest,
And will a second mother be.

“And God shall be your Father still,
T was he in mercy sent me here,
To teach you to obey his will,
Your steps to guide, your heart to cheer.” (Anonymous)
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The Late Passenger

The sky was low, the sounding rain was falling dense and dark,
And Noah’ s sons were standing at the window of the ark.

The beasts were in, but Japhet said, ”I see one creature more
Belated and unmated there come knocking at the door.”

"Well let him knock,” said Ham, “Or let him drown or learn to swim.
b . . b . ”
We re overcrowded as it is; we ve got no room for him.

“And yet it knocks, how terribly it knocks,” said Shem, “Its feet
Are hard as horn—but oh the air that comes from it is sweet.”

“"Now hush,” said Ham, “You’ 11 waken Dad, and once he comes to see
What’ s at the door, it’s sure to mean more work for you and me.”

Noah’ s voice came roaring from the darkness down below,
” . . . . . ”
Some animal is knocking. Take it in before we go.
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Ham shouted back, and savagely he nudged the other two,
“That’ s only Japhet knocking down a brad—nail in his shoe.”

Said Noah, ”“Boys, I hear a noice that’s like a horse’s hoof.”
Said Ham, “Why, that’s the dreadful rain that drums upon the roof.”

Noah tumbled up on deck and out he put his head;
His face went gray, his knees were loosed, he tore his beard and said,

"Look, look! It will not wait. It turns away. It takes its flight.
Fine work you’ ve made of it, my sons, between you all tonight!

"Even if I could outrun it now, it would not turn again—Not now.
Our great discourtesy has earned its high disdain.

“0h noble and unmated beast, my sons were all unkind;
In such a night what stable and what manger will you find?

“0h golden hoofs, oh cataracts of mane, oh nostrils wide
What indignation! Oh the neck wave—arched, the lovely pride!

“0h long shall be the furrows ploughed across the hearts of men
Before it comes to stable and to manger once again,

“And dark and crooked all the ways in which our race shall walk,
And shriveled all their manhood like a flower with broken
stalk,

“And all the world, oh Ham, may curse the hour when you were born;
Because of you the Ark must sail without the Unicorn.”

—C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)
English novelist, essayist, and educator
Author, The Screwtape Letters and The Chronicles of Narnia
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Johnny Appleseed

These apple trees were planted here
A century ago—

A hundred years of springtime bloom,
A hundred years of snow.

A hundred apple autumns
With the wild geese flying by,
A hundred years of applesauce
And steaming apple pie.

The man who planted apple trees
Once stood here on this land,

A sack of seeds upon his back,
A Bible in his hand.

Young Hannah Goodwin saw him first,
A stranger lean and lorn;
His face was thin, his feet were bare,
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His clothing old and worn.

The Goodwin family asked him in
To dine and talk awhile.
America was lonely then;

He’ d traveled many a mile.

He said he’ d gladly stay to sup
But could not linger here;

He had to go plant apple trees
Across the great frontier.

He said it was a wide, wild land,
A lonesome land, and long.

He said his apple, sharp and sweet,
Would make the country strong.

The family listened while he spoke
Of forests green and grand,

Of prairies vast with waving grass,
Of rivers ribbed in sand.

He spoke of families like their own,
All moving bravely west
With guns and tots and cooking pots
To claim the wilderness.

He said he’ d bring them apple trees,
Our Lord’ s gift to the earth;
He said the sun would warm his seeds,
The rain would give them birth.

He said that each good orchard grown
Would bear fruit as God planned,

And give the yearning pioneers

A taste of Promised Land.

The Goodwin family wished him well,
And watched him leave alone.

He carried neither gun nor knife;
No weapon did he own.

For though he walked alone and lorn
Through the dangerous land and wild,
He said he’ d harm no creature born:
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Each one was God’ s own child.

Young Hannah heard the tales of him
All through her growing years,

As he brought apples, sharp and sweet,
To others pioneers.

She heard he walked through day and night
And through the winds that moan.

She heard he walked in snow and rain

That chilled him to the bone.

And where he walked she heard he gave
His blessings, softly thrown:

The scattered seeds among the weeds,
The sweet fruit wisely grown.

She heard he loved the forest land

And all its creatures, too:

Wild deer and hare, wild wolf and bear,
And every bird that flew.

She heard the Indians trusted him;

He knew the thing they knew:

What plants would heal or make a meal,
Which streams ran clear and true.

He walked all the trails and heard all the tales;
His orchards spread and grew,

And where he went the deep, rich scent

Of apple blossoms blew.

0ld Hannah Goodwin saw him last
When many years had gone.

He came in by the orchard gate
A quiet hour past dawn.

0ld Hannah knew that gentle smile,
That face so long and thin.

There was a Bible in his hand;

He spoke of where he’ d been.

He’ d walked all through America
And all his seeds he’ d sown.

He’ d planted apples, sharp and sweet,
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And swiftly they had grown.

There are spicy apple cider now
Out of the western plain.

There was applesauce in Iowa
And apple pie in Maine.

Apple ‘cross the wide Missouri
And down the Ohio.

Sharp and sweet across the land,
They made our country grow.

0ld Hannah Goodwin offered thanks
For her own trees grown so tall.

He said no thanks were owed to him:
The Lord had made them all.

“To grow a country or a tree
Takes just a planter who

Will seed and tend till in the end
The earth’ s best dreams come true.”
He said farewell and traveled on

And did not come again,

But in this orchard, sharp and sweet,
His apples still remain.

0ld Hannah Goodwin talked of him
In apple time each year

When the orchard came to harvest
And the air was crisp and clear.

She’ d ask children to remember
And to thank the Lord indeed
For apples sharp and sweet

And Johnny Appleseed.

Reeve Lindbergh

American poet, Daughter of Charles Lindbergh
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